
Caltrans is trying out 
Continuous flight 

Augering on a 
roadside concrete 

Secant Pile Wall 
shoring job in Malibu. 

By Loren Faulkner 

"We got a callan a Friday after "5:00 
p.m. from Caltrans' emergency contrac­
tor, D.B. General Engineering, to design­
build a shoring systems along the center line 
of the road," said Dale Scheffler, owner 
of~cheft1er,Inc., a drilling foundation 
and shoring company based in Pomona. 
"We were onsite the following day with 
engineers doing the exploratory work. 
Engineering was finalized and work began 
on Wednesday." 

The first day, 13 piles were drilled and 
completed. Conventional techniques would 
allow only four to five piles to be drilled 
in a day. The emergency contract called for 
shoring up the area so that excavation 
could occur in order to replace the drainage 
pipe and stabilize the roadway, during the 
45-foot deep excavation. 

Continuous Flight 
Augering/Secant Pile Wall 

Continuous Flight Augering (CFA), is 
one method of drilling piles. CFA has 
been used in the soggy soils of England 
for over thirty years, but its use is rela­
tively new in the U.S., according to Schef­
fler. CFA is a method of drilling piles 
where Continuous Flight Auger drilling is 
used to excavate the hole and concrete 
is injected through a hollow shaft under 
pressure as the auger is extracted. This 
creates a continuous pile without ever 
leaving an open hole. 

A secant is the line formed between two 
intersecting circles. Secant Pile Wall, a 
method of shoring unstable earth is known 
within the shoring industry primarily in 
marine environment. Once initial piles 
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